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Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church 
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We are delighted to have you with us today. 
Everything that you need for the liturgy can be found in this bulletin. 

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to ask someone around you.  
Children are always welcome in the church. 



3 
 

The Word of God 
 
Prelude:  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring    Johann Sebastian Bach 
Christina Roberts, Flute       
 
Please stand as you are able for the procession. 
 
 
Processional:  Lo, He comes with Clouds Descending   H58 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath:  
  

The first candle is lit 
  
Lector:    We light this candle as a symbol of the hope we have in the  
               promise of the Lord’s coming 
  
               For the Lord will fulfill his promise to the house of Israel and the  
               house of Judah. A Righteous Branch will spring up for David; and      
               he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
  
All:          Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 
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Advent I        Hymn 56 v1 & 2 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
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The Opening Acclamation:   
 
Presider:      Blessed be our God.  
People:       For ever and ever. Amen. 
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Collect for Purity: 
 
Presider:       Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Gloria          S280 
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The Collect of the Day: 
 
Presider:     The Lord be with you.  
People:       And also with you. 
Presider:     Let us pray. 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for every. Amen. 
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Please be seated for the reading of scripture. 
 
The First Lesson:         Isaiah 2:1-5 
     
Lector: A reading from the book of Isaiah. 
 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come 
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and 
shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come 
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion 
shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge 
between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the 
light of the Lord! 
 
Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Psalm:         Psalm 122 
 
A Song of Ascents. Of David. 
 
 I was glad when they said to me, 
   ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’ 
 Our feet are standing 
   within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 
 Jerusalem—built as a city 
   that is bound firmly together. 
 To it the tribes go up, 
   the tribes of the Lord, 
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as was decreed for Israel, 
   to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
  
For there the thrones for judgement were set up, 
   the thrones of the house of David. 
 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
   ‘May they prosper who love you. 
 
Peace be within your walls, 
   and security within your towers.’ 
For the sake of my relatives and friends 
   I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’ 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
   I will seek your good. 
 
 
The Second Lesson:       Romans 13:11-14 
Lector: A reading from the Letter to the Romans 
 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
 



11 
 

    Gradual Hymn:  Sleepers Wake           H61   
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The Gospel:             Matthew 24:36-44 
       
Presider:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then 
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not 
know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 
 
Presider:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Children’s Sermon:  All children are welcome to front of church for a gathering. 
 
Sermon      Pastor Ray Branstiter 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
Presider: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
Presider and People:  
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 We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
    
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made,  
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
      in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
    
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People:  
 
Presider:  As children of God, led by the Spirit, let us pray for the needs, hopes, and 

concerns of the world. 
 
Lector: For peace from on high and for our salvation. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 
Lector:  For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy churches of 

God, and for the unity of all. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 
Lector:  For Sean our Presiding Bishop, Kristin our bishop, for all priests and

 deacons, for all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God.   
For those on our diocesan prayer list St. Andrew's, Cincinnati and Trinity, 
in McArthur. 

People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 
Lector:  For the world and its leaders, our nation and its people. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 
Lector:  For those seeking healing, especially Jo Stull, Becky Daffner, Bill Shaw and   
                        Leaanne Jones  and all those in need, those who are suffering and all who  
                        are oppressed; we pray for travelers, prisoners, the dying and the dead. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 
Lector:  For ourselves, our families, and those we love. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 
Lector:  Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer 

ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
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Presider: Blessed are you, O Lord out Gord, who so loved the world that you gave s 

your only Son. Hear the prayers we offer this day and lead us into your 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Confession of Sin 
 
Presider:         Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God 
 
People:           Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done,  
  and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in thy will, 

    and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 
Presider:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life.  Amen 
 
Presider:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
 

You are welcome to share the sign of the peace with the people around you. 
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Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
Offertory Sentence:  Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour. 
 
Offertory Music:   O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Organist and soloist.     
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Presentation Hymn: From All that Dwell Below the Skies     H380 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving:  Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 
Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
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Presider:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Presider: All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and 
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom 
you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it 
burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to 
humankind. 
 
Wondrous are you, Holy one of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; 
and so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as 
we shout with joy; 
 
Sanctus:  Holy, holy, holy              S129 
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The Presider continues: 
 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a 
people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led 
them to a land of promise.  Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to 
proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into our life, 
reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, 
broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and 
for all for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me” 
 
And so, remembering all that was done for us:  the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth 
has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 
Presider and People:   Dying, you destroyed our death. 
    Rising, you restored our life. 
    Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to 
us the Body and Blood of your Christ.  Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, 
may be a people of hope, justice and love. 
 
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us 
with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we 
worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

 
Presider and People:  Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
 
Presider and People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
        hallowed be thy Name, 
        thy kingdom come, 
         thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses, 
        as we forgive those  
    who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation, 
        but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
        and the power, and the glory, 
        for ever and ever. Amen 
 
Presider:   Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
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Fraction Anthem:  Lamb of God             S163 

 

 

 

 
                
 
Presider: This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for  
  those who love God and for those who want to love God more.   
 
  So come you who have much faith.  And you who have little; You who  
  have been here often and you who have not been here long; You who  
  have tried to follow and you who have failed.  Come because it is the  
  Lord who invites you. 
 
  The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 
 

You are welcome to join us at communion. Please come forward to the rail when indicated by an usher. You 
may drink from the common cup, or intinct (dip) the bread in the second cup.  

Cross your arms over your chest if you prefer a blessing. 
 Please let the presider know if you need a gluten free wafer. 
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Music During Communion: 
 
Taize 40 (singing the English translation) 

 
Taize 49 (singing the English translation)
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The Prayer after Communion           Please stand as you are able. 
 
Presider: Let us pray. 
 
Presider and People:   Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image 
     and nourishing us with spiritual food  
     in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
 
     Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 

  that we may proclaim your love to the world 
  and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen 

    
The Blessing: 
 
Presider:  The Wisdom of God 

the Love of God 
and the Grace of God 
strengthen you to be Christ’s hand and heart in this world,  
in the name of the Holy Trinity.  Amen.  

 
 
Recessional Hymn:  Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding                      H59  
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The Dismissal: 
  
Presider:  Let us go forth in the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude:  Organist 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please join us in the Parish Hall following the service 
 for a time of coffee and fellowship. 
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Those Serving Today 

 
Presider: Pastor Ray Branstiter 

Organist: Joel Hootman 

Soloist: Christina Roberts 

Acolytes: Caleb Middendorf and Sam Pfeiler 

Lectors: Leslie Schwartz and Millie Woryk 

Usher: Pat Marchal 

Camera: Thomas Roberts 

Altar Guild: Jennie Anticoli, Pat Marchal, Carole Van Osdol 

 
 

This Week at Trinity: December 1-7, 2025 
 

                           
                         

Monday 12/1 1:00 pm Fiber Arts Group 
Wednesday 12/3 7:00 pm Celtic Compline 

 
Announcements 

 
Signup sheets for Christmas flowers will be in the vestibule and Parish Hall. 
 
Scripture for December 7, 2025 
Old Testament:  Isaiah 11: 1-10 
Psalm:   72:1-7, 18-19 
New Testament:  Romans 15: 4-13 
Gospel:  Matthew 3: 1-12 
 
 



26 
 

 
 
 
 

Parish Cycle of Prayer 
 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your 
parish that they may grow in wisdom and grace and strengthen their trust 
in your goodness all the days of their lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.   
  
  

Prayer For Those Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servants Joanne Howell, Joan Swank and Susan Beerbower as they begin 
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace and 
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
  
 

Prayer For Those in the Armed Forces 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the 
men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad, especially 
Kevin Kirsch (son of Kevin and Kathleen Kirsch); Aaron Griggs, Seth 
Glenn, and Eean Glenn (grandchildren of Diana Bodenmiller). Defend 
them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials 
and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; 
and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
 

  

  


